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Abstract

This research entitled “Legal Measures Addressing Challenges in the Investigation
and Evidence Examination in Human Trafficking Cases: A Case Study on Victims’ Initial and
Repeated Testimonies” aims to study the legal measures related to the investigation
process and the examination of evidence in human trafficking cases, to analyze the
problems and impacts arising from victims’ repeated testimonies, and to compare
Thailand’s investigative procedures with those of other countries in order to propose legal
and procedural improvements that enhance the efficiency of the justice process.

This study employed a qualitative research methodology, using in-depth interviews
as the primary data collection tool. The key informants consisted of three groups: (1)
justice practitioners, including judges, prosecutors, and police investigators; (2) legal
experts; and (3) victims of human trafficking. The collected data were analyzed through
content analysis to identify patterns and issues within the investigative and evidentiary
procedures.

The findings revealed that the main problem in the investigation of human
trafficking cases is the requirement for victims to provide repeated testimonies due to the
legal limitations in Thailand, where the Video Recorded Interview (VRI) conducted during
the investigation stage is not legally recognized as direct evidence in court. This causes
severe psychological trauma to victims and undermines the credibility and efficiency of
the evidence in the judicial process. In contrast, comparative studies show that the United
Kingdom’s ABE (Achieving Best Evidence) system and Norway’s Barnehus Model are more
advanced, adopting the Single Interview principle, which allows VRI to serve as the primary
evidence in all stages of court proceedings. The proposed solutions from the interviewees
include amending the Criminal Procedure Code, particularly Section 133 bis, to recognize
VRI as direct evidence in court; adding Section 226/1 to define VRI as a special type of
evidence; and revising Section 230/1 to allow the court to use recorded VRI in place of
repeated testimony via video conference. Additionally, it is recommended to establish a
One-stop service investigation center for human trafficking cases, enhance personnel
training based on Trauma-informed practice, and allocate adequate budgets to develop

appropriate facilities and infrastructure. These measures would reduce victims’ repeated
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testimonies, protect human rights, and strengthen the overall effectiveness and fairness of
the criminal justice process in human trafficking cases.
Keywords: Human Trafficking Cases, Repeated Testimony, Video-Recorded

Interview
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